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Saturday night I had the opportunity to taste the first release of Kelley Fox Wines. Kelley is a new, small producer in Carlton Oregon that specializes in vineyard designate Pinot Noir. In partners with her father, Gerson Stearns, whom she describes as a consummate wine appreciator, their goal is to produce small lots of Pinot Noir from select vineyard locations. The first effort is the 2007 Momtazi Vineyard Pinot Noir from the foothills west of the town of McMinnville.

This is a lighter style Pinot Noir that was a bit underwhelming when I tasted it. The color was a pale pink to crimson with a slight brick edge. There is a soft nose of violets and cherry fruit. The wines seemed to be at its peak with very soft tannins and I would certainly say drink it now. The wine is light in body with very soft fruit in the mouth. Some cherry flavors and some vanilla notes add to make a pleasant impression but this is not a concentrated wine. Granted 2007 was a bit of a difficult vintage and this wine, while certainly correct in flavor profile and cleanly made just lacks a bit of finesse. 

Kelley’s Pinot Noir would go very well with a brunch selection such as an omelet with red bell peppers and mushrooms or better yet with falafel.

As a first effort I say not bad. I will look forward to future releases.
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